PUGILISM AS A FINE ART

1TSS HAUNTS CHANGED HROM CZL-
LARS T0O PARLCOIS.
PROFESSORS OF BOXING STRIDING 1INTO
FASHIONABLE SOCIETY—AN ACADEMY
IN A BROWN-STONE MANSION—THE BAD
EffFECT ON AMATEURS OF MR, SUL-
LIVAX’S STYLE OF BOXING.

Professors of pugilismm have recently found
it easy to secure employment as trainers and teach-
ers for merchants, bankers, lawyrers, and others in
the hizher walks of life who desire to become pro-
ficient in the " manly art of self-defense,” and who
think that they require violent exercise in order to
preserve their health. ‘These strong-armed pro-
fessors are fond of discussing among amateurs the
necessity of becoming expert boxers in order to
make the pathway of life a bed of roses,
They delight -in exbibiting their immense hands,
and in declaring that. they are able wherever
they go to protect themselves with ‘‘nature’s
weapons.” A few years ago sparring exhibilions
were given in establishments of the lower order.
and chief among the patrons were men who
spent much of their time in prisons. Teachers of
the art opened their academies in cellars or, other
out-of-the-way places, and the majority of their
pupils were employes in the publie markets, fire-
men, and DPolice officers. Occasionally a clerk,
sulesman, book-keepner, lawyer, or physician
sought the seolusion of one of these
academies and, witbout the knowledge of
his ftriends and associates, undertook the
study of escientific sparring. Soarred and
weather-beaten pugilists put on the gloves
with these students, and the latter were per-
witted to tire themselves in pounding the oid
ring masters. Of recent vears a surprising chiange
has taken place. Prominent representatives of the

pugilistic cemindnity discovered through a series
of rlove-fignts, which wers arranged and conducted
in mysterious ways, that a large portion of the
world at large is ot heart interested in puzilism.
They found among those willing to pay from £5 to
¥30 to witness such encounters persons well known
in political, business, and social circles in this City,
and the professors at once began to assume airs of
importance. Their society was couried by men
who dine at Delmaonico’s and who are couspicunus
in briliant assemblages, and much anxiaty was
manitested by them concerning forthcoming
events in fho pugilistic world. The managers of
such affairs were quick to learn that Ly creating
an atmosphere of secrecy about them the exhibi-
tions might be wade very profitable and popular.
When they caused it to bo whispered in Wall

and Broad streets and in  the principal
hotels that preparations for o desperate
encounter between  two well-known  pu-
gilists were being  made, the interest was

not lessened when it was also made known that
the fizhters were to wear hard gloves and pound
eaoh other according to the Marcuis ol (ueons-
berry rules. ‘The managers were eagerly sought,
and stickets of admission were qu.ckiy secured.
‘The pugilists and their advisers consulted in whis-
pers, and they were attieted with chills when
Police officers suddenly brushed against them.
Few of the entertainments were, however, dis-
turbed dy the ofticers.

The public anpearapee of Mr, John L. Sullivan,
ol Boston, as the chamnion of all the clhampions
inereased the intevest in sparring.  Under the avle
manazemeant of My, William Madden, who is now
on a bridal tour in England, Mr. Suliivan soon ob-
tained fame and forrune, Exhibitions were given
in such vost stiructures as 1he Americen Institute
Rink, in Third-avenue, and in the Madison-Sguare
Garden, and thousunds witnessed the illustrious
Bostonian in alt his strength and glory.,  Pugilistic
entertaininents swere thus raised from the cellar
and stable, and the actors themselves hegan to
cut adrift from the buteher boys and stablemen
who desired to accompany and admire them, They
now hold thaeir services as professors of sparring
at fancy fLgures, and scout the notice thuat they
must be classed with the lower strata of society.
While in England it is & common thing to arrangs
a fight between experlenced pugilists for very sinail
suitns of money, here it is insisted that thou-

gapds  of dollars  shail be staked. While
it Iingland  pugilists yet rank no  higher
than bull-dogs in tho estimation of the

sganerial  publie, bhere they threaten to becoine
members of the Lotos, Union, Manhattan, and
ethwer fasnionable clubs. A club man of consider-
able importunce & few days ago offered a gentle-
man widely known in pugilistic circles §i00 if he
would " get-to” with gloves with a newly discov-
ered student of sparring, and tne offer was indig-
nauntly declined. T would not.” said the purilist,
“spar for you for $300 2 minute., You have a
very cheap idea of gentlenen engagad in my pro-
fession, and I would have you understand, Sic,
that I am as well thoughi of in this comrmunity as
you are.” The pugilist of other years always ap-
peared bungry and in an evil mmood. His manners
weroe vile and Ins costume irregular. Mr. Doouey
Harris, a veferan warrior of the prize
ring, used to voice the sentiments of his fellow-
warriors when he said, ** H'everyhody I'asks you
to drink, yer know, but nobody WWasks you to
eat. Vy don't sormmebody trent us as vell as the
dous got treated ¥ Now the pugiliss patronizas
Fifthi-avenue tailors and displays dinmonds and
jewelry. He greetz men of wealth and social dis-
tinction with a hearty grasp of the hand and ex-
chanpes the compliments of the segson with them.
It is even said that pugilists arve forwing o liking
for literature of the higher order, and, }ﬁke ganm-
blevs, are beginning to discues social and political
problems with an earnestness tbat would put to
flizht members of the Liberal Club.

A reporter of Tur Trves yesterday met, in an
up-town hotel, a young man who was the pink of
politeness, who was fauitlessly attired, and who
talked like u law student. He has fought several
terrific batiles in the prize ring, and once served a
term of imprisonmnent for thus violating the law.
He i3 a teacher of sparring, and gives privats les-
sons in the residences or places of business of mer-
chantg, brokers, and lawyers. He said that at first
he strongly objected to visiting his pupiis at their
homes or ofiices, but he was welcomed 1 stich a
superb manner that he had not the heart
to breik his enzagements with them. Mo told of
many humorots incidents in bis carser as protes-
sor of sparrine. A shoit time ago a broker, whose
voice is frequently heard in the Stock XExchange,
invited him to his oflice, raying that he desired to
take a lusson. Seated in tho office werea several
friends of the broker. The door wuas locked and
gloves were produced. The spectators were very
merry, and it was proposed that a referes should bo
appointed. The professor did not object. lesaw
that the brokers wanted amusement. Time was
cailed, and the student furiously dashed at the pro-
fessor, 'I'he latter soon discovered that ho was ae-
tually engaged ina glove-fight of the most approved
styie. He had no iuclination to injure the studoent,
but was forced to knock him down in self-defense.
The student did not rally, and his triends carried
him to a soefa and permittad himn to lie there and
consider the matter. 'The professor apologized,
saying that he was compelled to stop the student.
'‘The brokers were upronrious. They zave him sev-
aral greenbacks of lurgze desomination. and con-
fided to him the fuct that the student had been
taking lessons froin another professor and had
been in treining for weeks; that he had wagered a
large sum of money that he could whinb the pro.
fessor who had just “knocked hiin outand that
tiisy had woun his money. The vprofessor told the
reporter thet the majority of students of the pras-
cnt day =&t once adopt the style of Iir
Suilivan, of Boston. who knows nothing of
scicntific sparring. AMr. Sullivan, ke continued,
relies on his great strepgzth to “‘knock out”
bis antagonist, and has not yet meot a man stronger
than himself., e is a rapid fighter aud must do his
work in 4 short space of timne, as hoe ** quickly loses
bis wiud.” 7The students. most of wbom have
watchied Mr. Sullivan’s conduct, fly at the protes-
sors after his manner, and the protessors therefore
find that thoy must do a great deal of dowaright
hard work. Scientific sparring admits of manv
graceful moveraents, but Mr. Sullivan’s stvie of
fighting is known as ‘*‘slugging.” The professor
said that in his visits to offices and residences he
endeavored always to control his temper, but
he restrained himself with much difficulty
when violently thrown against an iron safe
or into a firepiace. * Students get 30 excited,” add-
ed the professor, "that it sometimes becomes
necessary for me to severely rap them over the
head or give them apunchin the pit of the stomach.
Then they sit down or fall down and savagely com-
plain of pains and aches. After giving several les-
sous during a day I find myself completely facged
ouf. Studenis won’s apar in the old-fushioned eusy
way, taking time to study positions, but o in for 8
regular old battle, and thus I am nearly used up
when it is titne for me to return to my home."

Those wiho remewmbor Mr., Charles Ottiznon’s
place, in the baseinent of & Broadway bhuildingz,
where sparring was taught, will also remember
that it was a first-class estanlishment of ita kind
and time, but in comparison with a first.class
academy of the present time it wounld stand like
a cheap Bowery variety theatre io the Grand
Opera-house, A brown-stone mansion in Eass
Twenty-second-streot is fittod up as an ** Academy
of Physical Cualiure.” The huilding, to all outward
appearonces, is o private residence like all the rest
in the block. Thore are no gilt sizns to show that
it is an academy, and its existence is not adver-
tised in the newspapers. It is patronized by men
who are mainly used to elub life, and eusch iz sup-
plied with a latch-key, so that he can gain admis-
glon withiout ringine the door-bell, Colored sor-
vants are inattendanee, and the rooms are hand-
gomely furnished. 'The fronmt parior is used as a
rezding and smoking room, and the patrons find
an abundance of stationery if inclined to letter-
writing. T'he walls are hung with bandsome pio-
tures. 'The middle parlor is used as a billiard-
room, and the rear parlor is filttea up for sparring
and wrestling bouts. All kinds of apparatus for
the exercise and strengthening of the muscles of
the body and limbs are thers found, and a
bath and rubbing room, presided over by an
professionel trainer is ¢lose at hand. The fioor of
tha rear parlor is heavily padded and covered
with expensive carpet. A handsome photosraph
of Mr. Joseph Coburn graces the wall. A side-
bourd, on which may be found liquors and wines
of the rarest kinds, is provided for the patrons of
the academy. Tho upper rooms are furnished for
card parties and sleeping-rooms, and the academy
iz flourisbing. The students are happy, and the
Presiaent, Yilliam Muldonn, the famous Gricco-
Romean wrestler, presides with grace and dignity
over the institution. Cne of the principal vrofes-
sors is AMr. Michaecl Donovan, who is known
throughout the country as o scientific sparrer
and a desperate fighier im the prize ring. When
the reporter was admitted within the walls
of the academy he wmet Mr. Donovan in
the front parlor deeply ioterested in Mr. Richard
A. Proctor's artiole on ** The Influence of Food on
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Donovan said that after 16 years' experience as a
pugilist he was becoming tired of that kind of life.
He was proud of the fact that the art hias been re-
created, as it were, and bad been raised to almost
an msthetic level. He arreed with his friemd M,
Oscar Wilde that the time had come when art in
all its purity should be recognized by all olasses of
human kind. He was willing to aid in placing
pugilism before the world in its proper lizht, and
takes adeep and heartfelt interest in his puplls.
He regretted to behold a tendency upon the part
of a majority of the students to indulee in *slug-
%ing.” The practice, he said, was simply abomina-

e.

**I am weary to-night,” added Mr. Donovan,
““hecause of the activity of such pupils, [intend-
ed 1o see Mrs. Langtry at Wallack’s, but I ara tired
and sleepy, and shall not attend the performance.
I am making strenuous efforts to teach my pupils
the folly of ‘slugzging,' but they come at me as
though they were boiler-mmakers at work.,” At
this moment a handsome colored servant entered
the room and invited the reporter into the rear
parlor. There Mr. Muidoon, in full ring costume,
which is, however, not very much costume, being
merely knee-breeches, long stockings. and shoes,
was sparring with a pupil who bore a strong re-
semblance to Mr. Sullivan, The pupil is a dbanker. |
Ile wore ring costume like Mr. Muldoon, and wasas

quick as a cat. Mr. XMuldoon is famous
a8 & wrestler, and only recently showed
much ability as a hoxer. Ilis  wonderful

strenglh is sufficient to stop the *‘sluggers.” Mr.
Donovan was much nleased with Mr. Muldoon’s
movements, and said that he would becoue a
great sparrar. Mr. Muldoon teachies wrestling as
well as boxing, and Mr. Donovan and others assist
him. He gives lossons in sparring and wrestling at
all hours of the day, and finds that the roll of the
acadermy is gradually being lengthened. Amoug
his visitors are wealthy men, whe call in thelr own
convevances, and who seem to find much enjoy-
ment in arraying themselves ke prize-fighters or
accomplished wrestiers against him and the rest of
the faculty,
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